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Presentation Notes
There are multiple crises facing the earth today in addition to the economic crises, and these have created an opportunity to rethink our model of economic development.  These crises are particularly being felt in the highly vulnerable Caribbean SIDS.
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Risks with the
“green economy” approach

“Green” but what about
people?

Green jobs for who?
Trade protection and

exclusion from economic
markets?

One size fits all?

Green Growth and green
jobs is about big and
northern business?
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"We're collecting carbon credits for the
first world."
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Some people are concerned about what “green economy” can mean.


What does “Green Economy” mean
in the Caribbean context?

Caribbean
regional dialogue
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A Caribbean regional dialogue process was facilitated by CANARI from December 2010 to March 2012.  In February 2011, a regional workshop was held that brought diverse stakeholders (from government, civil society, community groups, private sector, and inter-governmental agencies) together in Trinidad to discuss what a green economy means in the Caribbean context.  The report of the meeting, and the position paper that was distilled from this and other stakeholder input, is available on CANARI’s website.


How can we get out voice heard in
international discussions?
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Voices of Caribbean people need to be heard in international discussions.
Involvement of CANARI in the Green Economy Coalition (GEC), via support from the International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), brings Caribbean ideas to international fora.  IIED and GEC developed a synthesis paper of views from various southern countries and the Caribbean.



Characteristics of a green
economy in the Caribbean

e Equitable distribution of economic
benefits and effective
= management of ecological
resources

 Economically viable and resilient to
both external and internal shocks

e Self-directed and self-reliant

 Pro-poor and generating decent
jobs and working conditions for
local people
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Other characteristics include:

Industries optimize the relationship between demand and domestically produced supply.
Best practices are rewarded and bad practices discouraged.
Businesses apply “triple bottom line” principles to produce net flows of economic, social and environmental benefits.
The needs and constraints of specific groups, such as female heads of households, are addressed in labour and welfare policies and practices.
Educational systems offer young people knowledge, disciplines and skills that are relevant to their lives and potential career opportunities.
Dependency on imported or high carbon sources of energy is reduced and eliminated where feasible.
Available natural, human, and physical resources are used efficiently based on realistic assessment and optimal deployment.
Positive and mutually reinforcing rural-urban and other inter-sectoral economic linkages are created.


Key principles for a green
economy in the Caribbean

Common vision
Human security
Good governance
Well educated citizenry
Involved young people
Informed and mobilised civil society
Commitment to pan-Caribbean cooperation
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“We wish to thank the world for giving our model of development a
name.”

EMERGING CARIBBEAN INITIATIVES:

G
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Even though the concept of what is a “green economy” is still being discussed, there are several emerging and ongoing initiatives in the Caribbean that reflect the characteristics and principles discussed.


Regional policy,
institutions and
Initiatives

 CARICOM Single Market Policy Framework

e CARICOM Regional Framework and Implementation Plan for
development that is resilient to climate change

e Caribbean Sea Commission
e Sectoral e.g. CARICOM Common Fisheries Policy

e CARILED CIDA funded project on local economic development
in CARICOM countries

e UNEP green economy programme for the Caribbean
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National policy initiatives
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Synthesis Report

Barbados Green Economy Policy Framework
Guyana Low-Carbon Development Strategy

Dominica Organic Development Policy
Framework and low carbon climate resilient
development strategy

Saint Lucia developing a national vision

Grenada Alternative Growth and Poverty
Reduction Strategy

Dominican Republic Climate Compatible
Development Strategy

British Virgin Islands environmental
mainstreaming

Trinidad and Tobago valuation of ecosystem
services into national accounting
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Sectoral initiatives

Sustainable rural livelihoods based on the use
of natural resources

Greening urban development: Caribbean
Network for Urban Land Management (CNULM)

Greening private sector: Suriname, Trinidad and
Tobago Manufacturers Association, Green
Business Barbados

Renewable energy: Solar, wind, geothermal
Organic agriculture

Sustainable tourism, community-based tourism,
natural and cultural heritage tourism
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There is a great need to facilitate sharing of ideas and information and collaboration on testing green economy approaches across the Caribbean.


The Caribbean * Purpose: To |de_nt|fy_and

promote ways in which

Green Econgmy “ereen economy” can

. . advance sustainable
Action Lea rning development in the
Caribbean through shaping
GFOUp visions, perspectives,
positions and actions. This
\ - MHH i will require examining:
i 'h‘, !‘,H“ b S H — What are the opportunities?
: ‘ & — What are the potential
threats?

— What could be a Caribbean
vision of economic
development?
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CANARI will coordinate a Caribbean Green Economy Action Learning Group to help facilitate sharing and collaboration across the Caribbean on green economy ideas and initiatives.


Objectives

1. Fleshing out the vision: building and
sharing evidence-based knowledge

2. Promoting the vision: communication to
influence policy and build commitment

3. Putting the vision into action: action research
carried out by ALG members and their partners

4. Creating capacity to achieve the vision:
capacity building for ALG members
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Caribbean Green

Economy Action

Learn ing GroU p Communication
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Other Caribbean stakeholders thinking and
CANARI taking action
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The graphic shows a conceptual model of how the Caribbean Green Economy Action Learning Group (GE ALG) will work:

 The right circle shows that Caribbean stakeholders are thinking and taking action on green economy at sectoral, national and regional levels.
 Caribbean stakeholders are influenced via ideas and support coming from international policies and processes, shown in the red down arrow.
 The red left arrow feeding into the GE ALG shows that information on needs, opportunities, challenges and experiences of other stakeholders is fed into this process.
 The left circle that is the GE ALG involved internally in the action learning cycle to reflect on and analyse information and identify lessons and recommendations for policy and practice.
 The action learning process produces knowledge that is communicated back to Caribbean stakeholders via the orange right arrow.
 The GE ALG will communicate this knowledge directly to influence international policy and processes via the orange up and right arrow.
 At the same time, Caribbean stakeholders can use this, and their own knowledge, to communicate to influence international policy and processes via the orange up arrow.
 GE ALG members can take joint action in collaboration with other Caribbean stakeholders to test green economy approaches in the Caribbean, reflected in the purple star at the overlap of these two groups.
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Graphic shows that the Caribbean Green Economy Action Learning Group (GE ALG) is a core group of people, who will share ideas and collaborate on GE initiatives with their wider network, who will in turn influence ever widening networks to engage people across a wide variety of sectors and countries in the Caribbean.
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An action learning approach to research involves structured engagement of stakeholders in “real” situations that offer opportunities for learning; shared analysis; and application of learning to advocacy processes aimed at changing policy, practice and behaviours.   Stakeholders are engaged in a cycle of research and action that simultaneously: assists in practical problem-solving and effecting change; expands knowledge and understanding; and enhances the competencies of the actors involved.  The cycle of critical reflection includes phases of planning, action, and critical review, leading again to planning.  The group of peers works together to address a complex problem by bringing together their diverse experiences, asking reflective and “out of the box” questions, testing new approaches, reflecting on results and lessons, and developing new questions and approaches before finally analysing lessons and recommendations.  It is therefore ideally suited to address the complex challenge of how to support green economy transitions and approaches in the Caribbean.  The diversity of the GE ALG offers the potential for members to work on a wide range of aspects of green economy and pool knowledge from different disciplines. 



Caribbean GE ALG research agenda

Fundamental questions

The structure and character of the economy
The potential benefits of a green economy
Roles in moving towards a green economy
Measuring progress

The social dimension

Local economies

Trade

Energy
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Caribbean GE ALG research agenda

Fundamental questions:

Is it possible for a capitalist economy to be a green
economy?

How is the issue of dependency dealt with by green
economies?

The structure and character of the economy:

Why is the current economy not green: what are the
constraints in specific countries and sectors?

What factors lock countries into current pathways?

What are the drivers of and opportunities for change in
different countries and sectors?



Caribbean GE ALG research agenda

The potential benefits of a green economy:

* In what ways and through what measures
could a green economy overcome the problem
of growing unemployment linked to the
current economic paradigm?

* How can a green economy foster social
inclusion? cultural resilience?



Caribbean GE ALG research agenda

Roles in moving towards a green economy:

e What is the role of the State? What kinds of leadership and
incentives should it be offering?

 What policy process methods and skills (such as trade-off
analysis and project cycle management) are needed to
support a shift to a green economy? What are the
opportunities for Caribbean countries to develop and refine
these?

e Can triple bottom line methods be adapted for assessing
public sector investment proposals (or business investments)?
Where is there potential for uptake of such methods?

e How can governments, the private sector and civil society
collaborate on building a green economy?



Caribbean GE ALG research agenda

Measuring progress:

e How can progress be best measured in a green
economy? What alternatives to GDP would work for

Caribbean countries?

 What sustainable development goals and indicators
would support Caribbean progress towards green
economies?

The social dimension:

 What kind of social policy is required for a green
economy?

* How does a green economy approach to social
protection differ from approaches?




Caribbean GE ALG research agenda

Energy:.

 What are the constraints and obstacles countries
face in switching to more sustainable and less
import-dependent energy strategies?

* What is needed to stimulate renewable energy
technology transfer in the region?

 What incentives should governments be offering
consumers and producers to reduce dependency
on unsustainable, imported energy sources?



Caribbean GE ALG research agenda

Local economies:

— What kinds of policy measures, institutions and
programmes are able catalyse, support and scale up
sustainable micro, small and medium enterprises?

— What activities in the informal sector support the
development of green economies and how can these
activities be effectively supported to deliver
environmental, social and economic benefits?

Trade:

e What are the implications of a shift to a green
economy on trade? What new barriers and
opportunities will it create?
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Thank you

Nicole Leotaud
Caribbean Natural Resources Institute

WWW.Canhari.org

nicole@canari.org

skype: nicole.leotaud


http://www.canari.org/
mailto:nicole@canari.org
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